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Main Characters

The Main Characters have scripted lines throughout the entire play and are
playing on the Main Stage in each Act of the play.

Bev Beauchamp (Hairstylist)
INFP

Dominant - Feeling

Auxiliary Reserve - Sensing

Inspired by a compelling desire to bring together reality and pure imagination. Motivated by
important values and an acceptance of others. Capable of making a total commitment for
something or someone who rates special attention: "True Blue' when it comes to upholding their
integrity. Combining the characteristics of heart and soul - mind and strength requires a lifetime
of persistence and patience. Personify a mixture of striking contrasts. Willing to accept the
consequences for their actions. Impressions carry more weight than actual sensations. Apt to
overlook details and give sweeping generalizations. Maintain a flexible approach without
compromising their standards. Can imitate or reflect certain attitudes in individuals. Tend to
avoid conflict by letting things slide. "Yield not to temptation’ is a principle which often dictates
the outcome of their decisions. Enthusiasm for things is generated by their emotional
experiences. Enjoy working with symbols and creative images. Filled with warmth and affection
but may not express this openly. Judge things on the basis of internal emotions and feelings. Rely
on reflection as a means of interpreting their surroundings. Resist changes that affect their
personal routines and intimate values. Gather steam when working toward a personal goal that
they truly believe in. Feel a sense of obligation to contribute to the well-being of others. Hopeful
of the future. Continually in search of ways to express their innermost sentiments and feelings.
Idealistic- sensitive - and sincere.

Alex Droit (Coach)

ESTP

Dominant - Sensing

Auxiliary Reserve - Feeling

Enjoy risk taking and betting on the odds. Quite flexible and like to take on more than one thing
at a time. Hate doing detailed repetitive work but can usually manage to turn it into something
more exciting. Love telling jokes and stories and are easygoing. Dislike long explanations yet
tend to talk around an issue when unsure of themselves. Take great pride in being resourceful.
Ready to 'jump in' when and where they are needed. Enjoy new and interesting challenges even
if these seem totally impractical to other types. Masters of the ‘dare me to do it' variety who
won't very easily take 'no!" for an answer especially if they can see an alternative way of getting
around the problem. Love to 'do it with plenty of style and are noted for their unusual
approaches to things. Sports-minded but love action and doing things most of all. Will often
avoid tense situations at any cost - even if it means having to totally drop out. An ‘all or nothing'
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individual who can be extremely generous at times or very blunt. Experience difficulty in dealing
with inner feelings that often tend to be satisfied physically rather than emotionally. Cheerful and
outgoing in their enthusiasm for things -especially when others have even a slight tendency to let
down. Willing to give extra special attention to a project if the guidelines are not too narrow.
Must be free to alter their next move if they sense sudden changes. Love to 'put out fires' and are
even known to start them when things are too calm. Ready to negotiate with virtually everything
on the table. Confident and up front about most things yet riding an emotional roller coaster on
the inside. Unpredictable - daring - and fun.

Louise Mayflower (Waitress)

ISFJ

Dominant - Sensing

Auxiliary Reserve - Thinking

Practical and orderly. Responsive to people's needs and requests. Willing to sacrifice time and
energy for someone. Work within the guidelines and do not question their importance. Often go
unnoticed as a result of their quiet manner. Likely to have their accomplishments overlooked by
others. Dislike inappropriate behaviour in either themselves or others. Maintain good manners
and honour their word. Like to have things clearly understood and explanations written down.
Patient when offering assistance. Enjoy serving and working with others. Seek harmony and a
peaceful environment. Uneasy with rules and situations that keep changing. Rely on past
experiences. Likely to choose a sure thing rather than invite trouble. Observe appropriate
traditions and customs associated with family rituals. Hate the added pressure of either being late
or working against the clock. Ready to accept others' expertise and do not quickly challenge
recognized authorities. Bothered by those who ignore warnings and instructions. Inclined to turn
things inwardly. Attracted to practical things. Like having something to 'fall back on." Usually
have a backup plan in place before getting started. Uncomfortable in positions of authority. Apt
to take on too much for themselves rather than sharing the load. Frequently have someone or
something on their minds. Relate well on an emotional rather than - an objective level. Make
decisions on the basis of facts and information. Sensitive about other people's feelings.
Committed to their obligations. Apt to give in when they ought to say 'no!" Work steadily behind
the scenes in helpful and caring ways. Faithful devoted - and obliging.
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Compatibility Chart

The Personality Type Inventory (PTI) sets out the degrees of compatibility for all of the 16
Personality Types on a 1 —4 scale. Each level also has a range of 4 varying degrees of
compatibility from low to high where the letter A is low and D is high. The level 4 pairings are
shown to highlight the degree of compatibility between the significant pairs within the story.
This Type interaction makes for an interesting and enjoyable performance that is both realistic
and genuinely reflects the full spectrum of behaviour.

Levels
1is Low
4 is High Bev Alex Louise
Bev 3 3
Alex 3 4D
Louise 3 4D

Supporting Cast Members

The Supporting Cast Members are players that have scripted lines and are
playing on the Main Stage in only a few scenes.

Jessica Isler (Louise’s Neighbour)
Bonnie Isler (Daughter of Murray and Jessica)

Pat Berry (Bonnie’s Best Friend)

Harvey Beauchamp (Bev’s Son)

Betty Johnson (Hockey Mom)
Anne Johnson (Betty’s Daughter)

Cindy Droit (Alex’s Sister)
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Extras:

The Extras are players also appearing o
spoken parts according to their chosen preference.

Barack Obama (speaking)

Special Characters:

n

These are special cameo appearances by well known personalities.

Ron McLean

Ronald Joseph MacLean (born April 12, 1960, in Zweibriicken, West Germany) is a Gemini
Award-winning Canadian sportscaster for the CBC who is best known as the host of Hockey
Night in Canada. MacLean's father was stationed at Zweibriicken Air Base in Germany as an
officer in the Royal Canadian Air Force when MacLean was born, but 14 months later the family
moved back to Canada, and he grew up in Chester, Nova Scotia, and Red Deer, Alberta, where
his broadcasting career began in 1978 when he took a part-time position at CKRD Radio, which
eventually led to a position doing weather with CKRD-TV. (credit Wikipedia)

Don Cherry

Donald Stewart "Grapes"” Cherry, (born February 5, 1934) is a Canadian hockey commentator for
CBC Television. Cherry co-hosts the "Coach's Corner" intermission segment (with Ron

MacL ean) on the long running Canadian sports program Hockey Night in Canadand in
addition recently joined ESPN in the United States as a commentator during the latter stages of
the Stanley Cup playoffs. He is known for his outspoken manner, flamboyant dress, and staunch
patriotism.2! Prior to his broadcast career, Cherry was a National Hockey League player and
coach. He played one game with the Boston Bruins, and later coached them during the days of
Bobby Orr. He is also well-known as an author, syndicated radio commentator for The Fan
Radio Network, creator of the Rock'em Sock'em Hockeigleo series, and celebrity endorser.
Cherry was voted as the seventh greatest Canadian on the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation's
television special, The Greatest CanadiafCredit Wikipedia)
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Formative Scripting

A word from the Creative Director of Home Fires Players and the playwright of
Freeze Dried Tomatoes

Formative script writing is an artistic framework designed to permit sub scenes and cutaways
during the play. It allows for a separate type of casting enabling people with limited acting
experience to read scripts and perform various other artistic functions. This style also allows for
frequent scripting updates to include current events and ongoing situations that take place both at
home and in Afghanistan. Stage Readers adapt easily to scripting changes and additions that tell
the stories as they happen. The main purpose behind Home Fires Players and the play Freeze
Dried Tomatoes was to have fun and involve as many people as possible. We set out the goal of
creating avenues for adults, youth and children that would include both French and English
speaking roles, along with cultural and racial diversity. The play was written to be performed by
a cast of Home Fires Players, each with the desire to support the Canadian Forces troops in
Afghanistan who returned in the Spring of 2009 to make new beginnings and be reunited with
family and friends back home. Our gift to those who stood on the front lines of freedom and
peace in the world.
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ACT ONE (Fall Tree)

Scene |
Alex and Louise at the Diner

Louise is serving and comes over to Alex. She offers him a menu but it turns out to be the
breakfast menu. Alex has had a bad day. He coaches the school soccer team that lost their game
today because the star player was unexpectedly missing from the team. Louise takes his order
but forgets to give it to the kitchen. She keeps bringing him a glass of water until he has at least
eight glasses on the table. Louise chats with Alex about the game each time she returns to his
table. She also talks about her neighbour who is never home. She asks for his order again
realizing that she never sent it to the kitchen. The scene ends with Louise saying: “Would you
like to go somewhere for dinner? I'm off in a few minutes.” as she offers him yet another glass

of water.

Louise: Would you | i ke a menu? The special ton
remember and has to go over to the counter and then returns with a glass of water) ... pea

soup.

Alex: Thanks. |l 611 take a menu instead.

Louise: (she goes away again and returns with a menu and another glass of water) Here

you go. (then she goes away)

Alex: (opens the menu and chuckles. He closes it and looks around for the waitress)

Louise: (politely)  (hands him another glass of water and says) And what will you

have?

Alex: (being also polite) Could I please have a dinner menu?

Louise: (being more polite) Sir, | just gave you the menu, perhaps you need more time to

l ook it over. I 61 1 be back in a minute. (she
Alex: (frustrated) (walks over and gets his own dinner menu leaving the breakfast menu

there and returns to his seat)

Louise: (returns just after he gets seated again and puts another glass of water on the

table) Have you decided what to order?

Alex: (mumbles to himself and opens the menu) | haveno6t céh®dookat tleh an
dinner menu yet, could you give me a bit more time?

Louise: (feeling clever) Sure, but do you need me to read it to you?

Alex: No t hank you. Il 611 just | ook at the pictur
Loui se: (satisfied wiveyoualohedotdo thah advvehen)you @r , I 61
ready just wave.

Alex: 1 61l be sure and do that.

Louise: (This time she watches him and eagerly responds when he waves by bringing

him his fifth glass of water.) And what will you have?

Alex: | 't 6s been a Harmd sday vamg, coul d 1 pl ease
mashed potatoes and gravy on the side. I 61 1
Louise: To go or to stay?

Alex: (puzzled) Huh?
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Louise: (politely)  Would you like your coffeetogoortostay? | 6 m j ust supposed
Alex: (after thinking better of trying to respond says)  To stay.

Louise: Cream and sugar to go?

Alex: (sees that there is cream and sugar onthetable) No j us't bl ack thank vy
my own cream and sugar here at the table.

Louise: (strongly) Si r |, you have to | eave the cream an
with you.

Alex: (now with patience) | promise that I wonot remove t he
table when | leave.

Louise: (matter of fact) So should I cancel your steak i f youdre only hav
thought you said that you were fAstarvingo.
Alex: No, no. Dondét do that | want the steak. M
Louise: And do you still want the mashed potatoes with gravy on the side.

Alex: Yes please.

Louise: (confidently) OK (then she leaves). (When she returns she brings the sixth glass of

water and is oblivious to all the rest of the glasses of water that have not been touched yet.)
Well you cané6ét have pea soup.

Alex: But I thought you said that it was on special tonight.

Louise: (apologetically) No. Pea Soup was the special yesterday. | just made a tiny

mi st ake. |l té6s cheese and chicken gumbo. | 61
here and eat it O0cause -gutmdrmi. not available fro
Alex: Bu't I wasnot . .. never mind (he puts his h
away) I 61l1l cancel the soup.

Louise: (she returns with the seventh glass of water) How was your meal? Was

your steak cooked just right?

Alex: Wh a't me al . t¥rought meaanyefood yet, only enough water to drown

myself.

Louise: Oh, youbre discouraged. Having a bad n
Alex: Matter of fact, i tds been a terrible night
showed up and we lost the game to the last place team. We played awful and the team just

fell apart.

Louise: (listening intently) Toni ght 6s my first time on the jo
it and | just want everything to go alright. Let me go now and check on your order then we

can talk some more. (she goes away).

Alex: (he watches her with a bit more interest and affection).

Louise: (almost in tears she tries to speak b
Alex: Is my supper ready?

Louise: (shaking her head sideways)

Alex: Are they still preparing it in the kitchen?

Louise: (again shaking her head sideways)

Alex: Did you forget to put my order in?

Louise: (shaking her head deliberately up and down)

Alex: Care to tell me more about your day?

Louise: (sobbing a bit) Well it all started out when | found out that my best friend is
having troubles with her relationship and sh
because hebds always off being Ainvolvedd. Tha
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And i1 tds s o s adanhderabt dive geartoltd @ayghtdr aho @eeds a father.
Please excuse me for a minute while I clean myself up. (she leaves and returns shortly.) My
name is Louise.

Alex: Mi neds Al ex.

Louise: (she adds one more glass of water to the table as she says) Say, would

you like to go out somewhere for dinner. My shift is over and 1 bet that you are just

starving.

Alex: (smiling at her longingly) 1 6d | i ke that very much. (he F
glasses of water and they clink them together in a toast.)

Louise: Therebds just one thing.

Alex: What 6s that?

Louise: I wi || have to charge you for the coffe
Alex: And | wonoét take away the cream and sugar

THE SCENE ENDS AS THE TWO WALK OUT OF THE DINER. ALEX HAS HIS
COAT WITH HIM AND CARINGLY WRAPS IT AROUND HER SHOULDERS.

Scenell a
Inside Bev’s Salon with Alex and Bev

Bev’s Salon is slowly becoming the place where everyone comes together in supporting one
another and Bev is emerging as the leading catalyst. She has two Senators tickets to give away
and wants Alex to have them since he too loves hockey and Senators. Alex is still talking about
the loss and the fact that his star player was missing. Bev soon finishes up with Alex and gives
him his tickets.

Alex: (seated in the salon chair) Do you have Kids?
Bev: (pauses hoping that he will continue)

Alex: | mean 1itdéds getting harder and harder t o
teenagers. I coach sports teams at thie high
Bev since youbre the owner. I candét get my
so much different. Things dond6t mean very mu
more AGive it up for the teamo. eoverfikstepladcast we
in soccer. We had the chance to make the playoffs. Only one team from our division gets

i n. We played the | ast place team. They hac
star player, just wasnot tomemwd;y dared dnanidde |
because of him. Truth is we start Basketball season in a month or so and | need him for

that, but i1if | candt rely on him, whatods the

Alex: (Bev takes the apron away and Alex gets up from his chair. He turns to Bev and

says) Thanks for these tickets. Very thoughtful of you. | want you to keep the change.

Bev: Actually, I got them from a client friend of mine who is in Afghanistan right now.

Shebés working at the Tim Hortonds thehtreapee bec al
She emails me every week, telling me all the things that are going on in her life. Anyway,

sheds a dieh@hedddboaskmygst alni ke a sister to me
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Alex: | have a sister in the mil litary o tebd you thet | eas
trut h, I dondt really know where she right. For
now. Il just dSohredtl efktownome because things were
along either, but it waokeach dthercover thefyears. |1 think  We |
that she ended up becoming a nurse. Anyway,

I never did get the chance to say goodbye to

the chance. (pauses to catch his breath).

Bev: | hope you enjoy the game. I 61 | lrealy my fr
enjoys hockey as much as she does. That ol | m ¢
someone else to go with you?

Alex: As a matter of fact, I do have someone very special who just might like to share

A

these tickets. I 61 1 |l et you know. Thanks aga

THE SCENE ENDS AS BEV PROUDLY SHOWS HER SENSE OF PRIDE FOR THE
GOOD THAT SHE HAS JUST DONE. SHE SITS IN HER SALON CHAIR AND TAKES
OUT AN EMAIL TO READ AS THE SCENE COMES TO A CLOSE. AS ALEX LEAVES
THE SALON THERE ARE CHILDREN GOING TRICK OR TREAT COLLECTING
DONATIONS.

Scenelll a
Halloween with Alex and Louise at her home.

Alex has invented a costume of his own and appears at Louise’s home as a women’s outhouse.
He knocks at the door and in a childlike voice says “Trick or Treat”. Louise, without looking
outside for fear of being noticed says it is kind of late and tells the caller that she has no more
candy. Alex then replies in his own tone of voice that he has plenty of candy out there. She
opens the door and sees the costume, the outhouse door opens and she laughs as she goes inside
the “outhouse”.

Alex: (disguising his voice as a child) Trick or treat.

Louise: (comes to the door and avoids lookingoutside) | t 6s very | ate and |
candy. Sorry.

Alex: (using hisownvoice) That 6s fi ne. I have more than eno
here.

Louise: (gingerly opens the door and then laughs at the clever disguise) Alex is that

you in there?

Alex: (slowly opens the outhouse door without saying a word)

Louise: (smiles sheepishly) Alex. Whatever did you have in mind? (she enters the
outhouse and the sounds of laughter are heard from inside)

Sub Scene Act I 3 a (audience stage left)
A Reader dressed as a black American in a suit emerges on one of the reading platforms to the
left side of the audience.
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Reader: (dressed in a suit to resemble president elect Obama) Change has come to
America. (cheers and shouts come from backstage as tickertape falls.

Return ActI3 b
The door of the outhouse opens again and Louise backs out. Her hair is ruffled and she is wiping
her lips. She blows Alex another kiss and then hurries inside.

THE SCENE ENDS WITH ALEX TAKING OFF THE COSTUME AND LOOKING UP
TO WHERE HER WINDOW WOULD BE. THEN HE CLAPS HIS HANDS
TOGETHER AS A VICTORY AND DASHES OFF INTO THE NIGHT.

Scene IV
Bev goes to see Alex with news about the possible whereabouts of his sister

Bev meets with Alex and explains to him that she has heard from her friend and that there is a
Nurse name Cindy who is serving at the hospital and that she regularly shows up at the Tim
Horton’s. Alex doesn’t quite know what to do or say about this news and as the scene ends he is
starting to come to terms with the possibility that this could indeed be his long lost sister after all.

Bev: (enters beside Al ex 6s office) Is it OK to come in?
Alex: ComeoninBev, what a surprise, ? wasnodét expect
Bev: Listen to this (opens the email and reads a portion of it to Alex) you may remember

me telling you about my <client friend who 1is
Well I just received this email from her and | think you might be interested in what she has

to say. (Bev reads from theemail) Hel | o again Bev. ltés not qui
quite a bad bout with the Kandahar moon dust that knocked me out of commission for a

whil e. The dust is everywhere andhingtthat s o f i
you dondét want to know about. |l 6ve made frie
day in fact I met up with a gal named Cindy. (Alex pays close attention when he hears
Cindyds name. Cindy appear s o0 nepotrthLeke iesha der s S
doesndét seem to have any family back home. R

about where he is. Seems they were both caught up in some sort of family feud once and
havenot had much to do wi t hperhagosxohsoneethingeelse. e v er
She is a great nurse with a | ot of compassi on
right there whenever the wounded come in. She hardly ever sleeps. She drinks lots of

coffee. We talk a lot about things. Likeever yone el se here she gets |
time to deal with it much. (Cindy exits from the Readers Stage Left) Being here is like one

big long day that never seems to end. Nothing ever stops. The sun comes up and the moon

shines at night but the mission never stops. It just keeps going and going. It is beautiful

but the real beauty is in the eyes of the children and the old people who come around or

need some medical help which Cindy willingly gives. Everything else is on a never ending

treadmill and |ife seems to revolve around the bo
you donét go near the water. Mc Donal ddéds 1 s s
burned down the trailer. | 6m | osing weight.
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Alex: | donét know what to say? I me an , itdos be
teenagers when she left. Part of it was my fault. Do you think it could actually be her?

Bev: | bet she i s. Tel |l you whferyouwhenlhertwroens6t | et
upsothatyoucango t o meet her when she g e tfisstahdo me .
know exactly i1f it is her or not. I sure hop
what went on i n t he eepoa.sBverythingSnlletdr out justéinegnd ad t o
youodoll both be reunited again.

Alex: | was planning on going to the Remembranc
been seeing each other a lot lately. Want to tag along with us?

Bev: Sure.

Alex: (ruffles around in his desk to find a poppy) Here, put this one on. | have another on
my jacket. We should get going. (the pair cross the stage and are met by Louise as they
stand waiting for the ceremony to start)

Bev: (tries to fill in the silence) Kathryn, I want you to know how proud I am of you.

Alex: (hand acrosses his chest) I love you sis wherever you may be. (then he puts his

arm around Louise) Dear, have you anyone serving in the military that you would like to

remember?

Louise: (thinks for a moment then replies spontaneously) As a matter of fact there is
someone whodos very near and dear to me fighti
Alex: (eagerly) Oh ya, whatodés her name?

Louise: (perky and enthusiastically) His name is Murray and | 06ve

awful lot about him lately and wanting to tell him that somebody back here loves him very
much (nodding her head up and down) and really wishes she was together with him back

home again.
Bev: (nervously) I have to hurry back now to the salon; right now in fact. Come on
Louise, why donét we head hibaecwayhoheat way and |

Alex: (is hurt and confused as he watches Bev and Louise hustle off)

ALEX REMAINS ON STAGE AT THE CLOSING AS THE OTHERS EXIT. HIS
ACTIONS CONVEY A STRONG MESSAGE WITHOUT WORDS THAT HE KNEW
SOMETHING WAS GOING TO HAPPEN LIKE THIS. NOW ALEX MUST BEGIN TO
COPE WITH THE SHOCKING NEWS ABOUT HIS NEW RELATIONSHIP WITH
LOUISE AND PONDER OVER THE NEW DEVELOPMENT IN HIS LIFE WITH
REGARD TO POSSIBLY MEETING HIS SISTER AGAIN. WHAT HE DOESNOT
KNOW IS THAT FATE MAY HAVE TRULY BROUGHT THIS ALL ABOUT.
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ACT TWO

Scene I
Bev’s salon with Louise, Alex and Bev preparing for the Senator’s Game

Louise comes to salon to get her hair done up for the big date with Alex. She wants a cut, colour
and a facial. Bev tells her about a new product facial that will also tan her skin. She warns her
that it can only stay on for a short time. Louise doesn’t listen because she is in love with Alex,
who doesn’t know that Murray is not a boyfriend. Besides, it’s winter so she could use some
extra colour. Bev has finished her cut and while the colour is being set she applies the “mud
pack” facial. Bev is so excited because this is her first time applying this product.

Alex comes in wanting a haircut and shave. He’s not so excited because of Murray in Louise’s
life, and in fact he makes comments that are not nice about Louise’s overall appearance. Bev
tries to shut him up by sticking the shaving cream brush into his mouth every time he speaks as
Louise tries to get at him with the razor.

Bev lets it slip out that Louise is trying to get back at Alex for the horrible things he said. Alex
recognizes Louise’s voice and takes off the towel covering his eyes. Bev tries to no avail to
attend to Louise. As the two would-be-lovers quarrel Bev is helplessly astonished. She
desperately picks up the timer and tries to intervene. Eventually the whole story comes out.
Louise sheds a tear and then embraces Alex. The two go off together while he wears the shaving
cream on his face and she is still wearing her hair colour, plastic cap and the mud pack. Bev can
only stand back in horror over what she realizes will happen to Louise when she finally does
clean herself up.

Bev: Hi Louise, |l etdés get you ready for your bi
Louise: |l 6m so excited. Al ex is so wonderful
in every way.

Bev: (puzzled that Louise is again speaking fondly about Alex after having introduced
Murray asaclose friend) You two do seem very happy toget he
anyone else gets here. Do you still want to go with your usual colour?

Louise: Why not go with something a little more daring. What do you suggest?

Bev: Well, have you ever tried going a bit lighter and maybe add some highlights. |

know. | 6ve got just the thing. They sent me
up your skin as it cleanses your pores and it also works to add just the right amount of
tanning colour so that it | ooks natural. Do
Louise: Sure, why not . Letds do it. Lighter c
like togowithalotshortercut. I6ve al ways | ooked younger that
Be: OK | etds start with the colour and faci al

way you donét have to decide what to do first
Louise: (sits in the chair while the colour is applied)

Bev: | 61 | t i meur fatial amdbcolduthwalltbe dpne at the same time. (she applies

the colour and then covers it over with a big
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Let me mi x it up first. Oh my, this 1 s goi ng
wonderful. | think I might even try some myself sometime. (she begins to apply the thick

and gooey paste) Oh | | ove this product and
your eyes. The one thing we haveetnelimtat ch i
because of the tanning ingredient, but thatos
when the timer goes off. (she finishes applyi
take a seat over here and wait while everything sets; y o u 6 | | be more comfort
these chairs.

Louise: (moves over to one of the big chairs and picks up a magazine to read. Her face is

completely covered and the hair cap is covering everything else so that she is also
unrecognizable when Alex unexpectedly walks in.)

Bev: (surprised) Uh, hi Alex (spoken deliberately so that Louise will hear his name)

What can | do for you?

Louise: (quickly picks up a newspaper i upside down i to hide herself even more and

slouches down in her seat)

Alex: (grumbling) | need a trim and a shave before | have to pick up Louise. (he sits

down in the chair) When are you leaving for the game?

Bev: Oh, | suppose in another hour or so. I h a
on account of t he homauntilvetylata.t we wonot get

Alex: We l | , I wonoét be staying out | ate after tl
see whatos cookind el sewhere.

Bev: (shocked) Alex. Why are you acting so strange?

Alex: Me acting strange. What about her and her lover boy Murray?

Louise: (drops the paper and begins to listen)

Bev: (spins the chair around so that he canoét
Alex: Maybe he likes women with fat legs and turkey thighs.

Louise: (angrily) starts to get up but Bev motions her to sit down)

Bev: You know,| et 6s start with the shave and then
bowl and begins to lather it up)

Alex: Louise has mentioned his name before but I never paid much attention. | must have

been staring at her crooked nose and protruding forehead.

Bev: (quickly snatches a hot towel slapping it on his face) I hope thatoés not
you.

Louise: (seeing that his face is covered gets out of her seat and stealthfully crosses the floor

and picks up the barber razor)

Bev: (peels back the towel but keeping it over his eyes starts to lather his beard with lots

and lots of soapy lather)

Alex: And have you ever seen how she...

Bev: (deliberately sticks the shaving brush into his mouth) Sorry Alex you need to

keep your mouth shut odfsoapl se youodl l get a mou
Alex: (tries to shake his head in agreement and spit out the soap) Too late 1 already

tasted some.

Louise: (now is furious and Bev has to keep jumping in front of her)

Bev: (takes away the razor and prepares to shave him as she inadvertently says) Stop that

Louise, give it back! (almost immediately she reels back knowing she said the wrong thing)
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Alex: (sits up straight in his chair covered in soap and looks back and forth between Louise

and Bev)

Louise: (hurtfully) Alex, how could you. (she picks up a towel and throws it at him)

Alex: (sarcastically) Nice toss Ms Two-t i me r . Did Murray teach you
as well?

Louise: Well if you think my legs are too fat, what about your stomach, huh?

Bev: (the timer goes off and she tries unsuccessfully to intervene)

Alex: (defiantly)  Why bother with just a six-pack when you can have the keg.

Louise: But | already have a fridge at home and
to cry) Besides, Murray is a nice man...

Alex: (victoriously) Aha! There you see, what a loser...

Louise: (crying) heods not a | oser and heos not my b
neighbour and married to my best friend Jessica and they have an adorable daughter

named Bonnie. (disgustingly) | have no interest in him whatsoever. | just wish he were

back home so he could be with Jess and Bonni

except you.

Bev: (keeps trying to get Louiseb6s attention
Alex: (apologetically) But I thought you two were seeing each other behind my back.

Louise: (pouting) We | | you must have a pretty big bacl
right now.

Alex: (comforting her) I remembered that part at least. | was angry with you because

I thought you were keeping secrets.

Louise: And | was hurt by all the things you just said.

Alex: (still covered in shaving cream) Oh Louise, darling come here. (he reaches out his

arms)

Louise: (still wearing the facial and the hair colouring cap) Alex. (she bounces over to him

with open arms)

Alex: (theybothpause as they hold each other then Kki s
to your place i1itds closer. (he takes her arm
Louise: OK. (just before she exits the salon she says) This thing on my face is really

starting to itch.

Bev: (once more tries to catch Louise but to no avail) Oh well maybe those two are right for

each other.

THE SCENE ENDS WITH BEV CLOSING UP THE SALON. SHE PICKS UP THE
BOWL WITH THE REMAINING FACIAL PRODUCT AND IS ABOUT TO USE SOME
HERSELF AS THE LIGHTS GO OUT AND LEAVING US ALL WONDERING WHAT
WILL HAPPEN NEXT.

Scenell a
Hockey Night in Ottawa with Alex, Louise and Bev

Bev arrives early and has the concessions with her. She hands Alex a Game Day Program when

he arrives showing signs of distress. He tells Bev that Louise called him earlier on his cell phone
to say that she would be a bit late and that she would get there on her own. Bev reassures Alex
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that things will be fine although she is now starting to worry about her style work with Louise.
Alex is going over the game program and informs everyone “I see this is Ottawa Sens Fan Night
and that there are prizes for the most fanatical fan”

Just then Louise arrives from behind wearing a team jersey, Sens flag handkerchief over her hair.
Her face is beet red with 2 Sens logos on her cheeks and there are pale white circles around her
eyes where there was no mud pack. Bev is shocked but says nothing at all. Alex gets out of his
seat and is thrilled to see her and comments to her that she has gone to a lot of trouble to look
nice for the game. He then realizes that her face really is red. Bev tries to intervene and explain.
Alex quickly recovers by saying “Well at least you still have your beautiful dark brown hair as
he reaches over and slips off the kerchief revealing that her hair has turned bright orange. Bev is
almost in tears and is profoundly apologizing and Alex, the true gentleman embraces Louise and
says nothing but kind words to her.

Bev: (already seated with an armful of concessions)

Alex: (shows up looking a bit worried)  Hi Bev.

Bev: Arendot t hese grmydriendbad @ imissthegaieo o Whdr ebds Lou
Alex: 1 dunno. She called me on my cell phone over an hour ago and said she had some
things to do before the game. She told me to go on ahead without her and that she would
get here on her own, hopefully not too late. What do you think she meant by that?

Bev: (nervously) Stop worrying about her Alex. She just wants to look her best for you
tonight and surprise you.

Alex: (reading from his program) | see this is Ottawa Sens Fan Night and that there are
prizes for the most fanatical fan.

Louise: (shyly approaches wearing a Senators jersey, two Sens logos on her cheeks, a Sens
flag as a kerchief)

Bev: (horrified) Oh my goodness here she is.

Alex: (politely stands up and helps her to her seat) Darling! You look terrific I had
no idea you were such an avid sports fan. Let me just look at you. (he reaches over to
touch her face)

Louise: (winces in pain)

Alex: 1| 6 m s o r. What didey@u use to colour your face with?

Bev: (shocked and horrified) I think maybe | can explain it to you later, Alex.

Alex: (boldly reaches over and without warning slips off the kerchief) Well, at least

you still have your beautiful blonde hair.

Louise: (protests to no avail) No. Pl ease donodt . (too | at e

revealing starchy looking bright orange hair. Quickly she puts the flag kerchief back on

again and looks at Alex for his reaction)

Bev.: (this time heaughtem) 6t hOdlnd/ gbodnesk Louise Alex,
dondt | ook at the jumbotron. (of course both

Sub Scene Act Il 2 a (DVD played on screens)
Don Cherry, Ron MacLean on stage right
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Don is saying things like “You kids out there.... Gotta have team spirit and all.” Ron talks about
the referees; Don interrupts him to say a few words about his bright yellow tie for the troops and
about the lad with the promising career in hockey who lost both of his legs in Afghanistan. Ron
cues Don regarding the Sens Fan with the most spirit as the spotlight turns to Louise. Cherry
says, “It has got to go to the red faced women with all the Sens logos on her face and covering
her hair with the Sens flag and all.” Ron then says “Certainly she makes us all feel red faced by
comparison at the end of this instalment of the Coach’s Corner as we yellow tie a ribbon "round
the old oak tree.” Don and Ron then exchange looks with one another as Don does his classic
outstretched arms display.

Don: Toni ght 0O greabonedar yoe kids out there. This is what your hard work is
for and you got to learn how to skate both ways and away from the puck. Did you see the
team spirit from the bench when they scored that goal?

Ron: | thought the referee should have signalled for a faceoff before it went in.

Don: The referee... why are you going on about the referee. He had nothing to do with it.
Ron: Speaking of nothing. Tell us about your tie.

Don: (leans forward and pulls out his tie from his blazing brown jacket) Can you guys

get a good shot of this. This is what i tods
shoul d. |l received an email from a gal worKki
say Tim Hortonds on the air?

Ron: You just did.

Don: Right, a really great hockey player too. Anyway, she told me all about the young

Canadian soldier who lost both his legs in a roadside attack and also that he was a great

hockey player with hopes of playing in the NHL. Well let me tell you folks. With heart like

that he can play in any league and I just want to say thank you to him and his family for all

that hebés done over there and keep it up. Gr
(giving his thumbs up)

Ron: Speaking of greatness tonight is the Sens fanatical fan night and I think we have a

winner now up on the scoreboard.

Don: Right. It has got to go to the red faced woman with all the Sens logos on her face

and covering her hair with the Sens fl a4dg and
Ron: Certainly she makes us all feel red faced by comparison at the end of this instalment

of the Coachds Corner as we yellow tie a ribb
(they both exchange |l ooks with one another as
Cherry does his classic outstretched arms display.

Returnto Actll 2 b
The two are now in love as Bev watches them both as the Sens score a goal.

Alex: Youdre | ovely enough in my eyes darling.
Louise: Even with my fleshy thighs and crooked nose.

Alex: (said quickly without looking at Louise so he can watch thegame) Act ual | vy, I h a
even noticed those things at all. (the goal sound is played). He shoots he scores! Yessssss,

itdés all tied up now.

Bev: (mournfully) It certainly is.
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THE SCENE ENDS WITH ALEX ELATED, LOUISE FEELING SORE AND ABIT
REJECTED WHILE BEV IS HAPLESS AND NOT QUITE SURE HOW TO REACT.

Scene III

Lunchroom at school with Anne, Pat and Bonnie

The scene takes place in the school cafeteria. Anne is sitting at one of the tables when Bonnie
arrives. Pat comes afterward. All three girls are classmates and best friends. They usually sit
together at the same table and talk about their plans for going to Disneyland when Bonnie’s dad
Murray takes his HLTA. The conversation moves on to talking about their situations and how
circumstances impact their lives.

Anne: Hi Bonnie. (Bonnie enters and sits down with her lunch) Heard that your dad get’s home
soon. Must be nice to see him after so long. You must be pretty excited about your trip too.
Disneyland. Wow. I’ve been there you’re gonna love it. Anyway, I’ve got to get to choir
practice. See ya after class (gets up to go as Pat enters carrying her lunch) Hi Pat. Gotta run.
Pat: (sits down) Hi Bonnie. | have some great news. You mom and my mom finally had a
talk to day. (long pause)

Bonnie: (excited and impatiently)  And.....

Pat: (teasing Bonnie by holding back) Well, first they talked about the weather (giggles)
then they talked about doing laundry and going grocery shopping....

Bonnie: (impatiently) Patty. Stop it! What did your mom say?

Pat: (acting puzzled) About what?

Bonnie: (starting to get irritated) About what. Are you kidding me...

Pat:  Oh. You mean did she say anything about me? (long pause)

Bonnie: (concedes to play this silly game)  Yes. What did your mom say about you?

Pat:  (cheekily) Oh, nothing. (long pause)

Bonnie: Nothing?

Pat: (reaches across the table and takes Bonnie’s hands)  Actually, she only talked about you
(short pause, then slowly) and how much fun we would both have (short pause) together,
ummmm... (very fast) together at Disneyland.

Bonnie: (shrieks with joy)

Pat: (sarcastically) Don’t act so depressed about it. (politely) Mom said | could go if
you wanted me to go and since you’re not sure if you want me? (pouts)

Bonnie: Right. Let me think about this. (puts a finger against her nose and looks up)
Pat: (apologetically) OK. I'm sorry for teasing you.

Bonnie: Of course | want you there. So, what else did they talk about?

Pat:  Not much. I’ll have to start saving my minimum wage allowance and doing more things
to earn extra spending money. This is going to be so awesome! I never thought I’d ever get
there. (catches herself and looks at Bonnie) What about you? You must have feelings about
your dad having to go back when it’s over.

Bonnie: It’s not so bad. I say my prayers every night and mom lets me talk on the phone
when he calls. When mom’s not working we do things together. It helps make the days go by
faster.

Monday, June-01-09 © Don Wright pg. 19




Freeze Dried Tomatoes (A Director’s Cut for a Children’s Matinee)

Pat: I never knew my dad. Mom says they didn’t get along. They split up after I was
born. | get stuff from him on my Birthday and Christmas. | guess I never tried to figure it out on
my own.

Bonnie: (feeling sorry) I never knew that before. (perks up) You know something. We’re
gonna have the best time ever. Just like sisters, eh! (curiously questioning) Think my dad can
handle two of us? He get’s to play dad for the both of us.

Pat:  (happy) I’d like that. Your dad is so cool. (smartly) And we get to have twice the
fun. Cinderella’s Castle here we come. (both girls get up and move toward stage right)

Bonnie: (humorously turns to Pat) I get to be Cinderella and you can be....

Pat: (quick come back) What. The ugly sister. Gee thanks.

Bonnie: (cleverly) I was thinking maybe Snow White. But you’re absolutely right stick with
it. (nodding her head) Hey, we better get going, I think the bell’s about to ring.

Pat:  OK. I'll let you win that one, just watch out for me next time. (short pause) Sis.

BONNIE REACTS TO BEING CALLED A SISTER AND HUGS PAT. THE SCENE
COMES TO A CLOSE AS BOTH GIRLS HEAD OFF TO CLASS AND CARRY ON
THEIR OWN CONVERSATION FOR A WHILE UNTIL THEY EXIT OFF STAGE.

Scene IV
Bev is situated at Front Corner Stage D where she narrates the remaining scene for the audience.

Bev: Springtime is rapidly approaching. Basketball season is now in full swing and Alex’s team
is well on its way to winning the championship that earlier had eluded the soccer team.

(Louise and Alex enter stage right at D then Alex kneels down to make his proposal and gives
Louise her ring then they both dash across the stage and exit stage left at B) But even before that,
came a very special Valentine’s Day.

Finally the day comes when the troops are welcomed back. Nervously, Alex and Louise go to
meet the bus which carries just one lone passenger, arriving from Afghanistan, on the last leg of
her journey home.

(The bus pulls up off stage and the sound of air brakes is heard.)

(Cindy enters at stage B and waits for her luggage to be brought in)

(Alex, followed by Louise enter at stage D and knows all along that his sister has just arrived.)

(Alex sees his sister who only catches a glimpse of Alex as he moves quickly to be at her side.
Finally after an awkward moment the two embrace each other as brother and sister.)

(Louise shows Cindy her ring as Alex helps Cindy with her bag.)
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Bev: (looking around her at both Alex and Louise, turns back toward the audience) Isn’t it
wonderful how fate works in mysterious ways; and so always remember boys and girls to keep
(pause) the home fires burning.

THE END
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